
 
Approved by:  AFS-200 

SAFO 
 Safety Alert for Operators 
 

U.S. Department  SAFO 06003 
of Transportation  DATE  04/27/06 
 

Federal Aviation 
Administration Flight Standards Service 
 Washington, DC 
 
http://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/safo 
A SAFO contains important safety information and may include recommended action.  SAFO content should be 
especially valuable to air carriers in meeting their statutory duty to provide service with the highest possible degree 
of safety in the public interest. 
 
Subject:  Flotation Equipment for Inlap Children. 
 
Background:  Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations  (14 CFR) part 121, 
section 121.340(a), “Emergency flotation means,” requires, in pertinent part, that an airplane be 
equipped with a life preserver or approved flotation means for each occupant, that it be within 
easy reach of each seated occupant, and that it  be readily removable from the airplane.  Title 
14 CFR part 121, section 121.311, permits a child who has not reached his or her second 
birthday to be held by an adult occupying an approved seat.  This child is commonly referred to 
as an “inlap child.”  A question has been raised about the adequacy of existing regulations 
regarding flotation equipment for an inlap child.   
 
Discussion: 
 
Flotation equipment appropriate to the size of inlap children. 
 
One purpose of part 121, section 121.340(a) is to ensure that a flotation means is provided for 
each occupant.  The flotation means may be a life preserver, a seat cushion, or a combination of 
flotation means.  The FAA’s long-standing reading of section 121.340(a) is that all aircraft cabin 
occupants, including inlap children, must have an individual flotation means available for use.  
That reading was affirmed in 1996, when the FAA issued a legal interpretation regarding 
section 121.340(a).  The Office of General Counsel found that the rule requires a flotation means 
for all cabin occupants, including “inlap” children.  
 
Currently, part 121 does not distinguish between flotation means required for adults and those 
for inlap children.  In other words, there is no explicit rule calling for an infant life vest or a 
special seat cushion for infants.  As a practical matter, in the unlikely event of a water landing 
and ditching, an adult might have trouble in maintaining situational awareness while trying to 
control a child being buoyed by a typical full-sized life vest or seat cushion.   Accordingly, the 
FAA encourages air carriers to consider providing appropriately sized flotation equipment - life 
preservers or other approved equipment - for use by inlap children.   
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Additional information in briefings to passengers about flotation equipment. 
 
If an air carrier should elect to provide specially sized flotation equipment for inlap children, and 
if that equipment should be located differently from the typical flotation equipment for other 
occupants, or should operate differently, then additional information regarding that special 
equipment would be required in the briefing given to passengers.  On the other hand, if that 
special equipment should differ only in respect to size (child size versus adult size) but not 
location or function (both life vests are stored and donned similarly) then no additional 
information would be required in the briefing. 
 
Recommended Action:  The director of safety of each air carrier operating under part 121 
should accomplish the following: 
 

• Review the flotation equipment installed for use by passengers, paying particular 
attention to type, size, and number of units installed, including spares 

• Consider installing flotation equipment sized specifically for inlap children 
• Expand the information contained in passenger briefings to address any differences in 

such specially sized flotation equipment, particularly location or function 


